
Dinner & November Stated Meeting
Thursday, November 7, 2019
Stated Meeting: 6 p.m.
Attire: Semiformal
Location: 2400 14th Avenue
Please note the stated meeting time. dinner 
will follow at the golden mirror restaurant 
after the stated meeting

Dinner & Fellowship
Thursday, November 14, 2019
Dinner: 6:30 p.m.
Attire: Business Casual
Location: 1111 California Street

Dinner & District School of Instruction
Thursday, November 21, 2019
Dinner: 6:30 p.m.
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Location: 2400 14th Avenue

Thanksgiving Dinner
Thursday, November 28, 2019
Dinner: 5 p.m.
Location: 2400 14th Avenue

Trestleboard

2404 14th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94116
415.797.7144
info@phoenixlodge144.org
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From the East 

Welcome to November! We 
have a full month in front of 
us so let’s dive into the details!  

We will have our Stated Meeting on 
November 7th at Golden Gate Masonic 
Temple. We will also be electing our offi-
cers for 2020 and be presenting a Golden 
Veteran Award to Brother Gary Meyer. 
After the meeting, we will head down to 
the Gold Mirror for dinner where we will 
honor our Past Masters and the 2019 Hi-
ram Awardee. On November 14th, we 
will be at Freemasons Hall (1111 Cali-
fornia Street) for dinner and fellowship. 
Please invite your significant others and 
guests so they can see the newest meet-
ing place of Phoenix Lodge. On Novem-
ber 21st, we will be hosting our District 
School of Instruction (DSOI). The topic 
will be the installation of officers. We will 
then be hosting our annual Thanksgiving 
celebration on November 28th. The do-
nation for the meal will be $10 ($5 will 
go to cover the cost of the meal and the 
other $5 will toward charity).          

I’d like to take a moment to speak 
about Annual Communication. The 
2019 Communication marked the 
170th time Masons from across the state 
of California have come together to chart 
the way forward for our craft. I had the 

chance to watch the officers of Grand 
Lodge open on the Third Degree and I 
have to say that standing with hundreds 
of other Masons and participating in 
the opening was a truly remarkable ex-
perience. We often refer to our common 
bond as brothers and it’s easy to take that 
lesson and apply to the brothers we see 
week in and week out. But it is really 
inspiring to remember that our craft is 
truly global and seeing our brothers from 
all corners of our state (and the world) 
taking part in what Masonry is all about. 

Another remarkable part of Annual 
Communication is the fact that we, the 
Masters, Wardens, and Past Masters of 
California, get a chance to vote on the 
legislation that will shape how we move 
forward. One thing that was very inter-
esting to me was how many legislative/
procedural fixes were on the ballot re-
garding Masonic trails. It was a reminder 
to me that our process for finding out if 
a brother has committed any wrongdo-
ing is much like everything else in our 
craft –  we must take time, reflect, review, 
and move forward. I found this a partic-
ularly good reminder as 2019 continues 
its march toward 2020; that with a little 
time, distance, thought, and motivation, 
anything is possible.           

Worshipful Arthur Kyle, pm, leads a discussion at Freemason Hall on October 24, 2019

From the East Continues on Page 3...
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From the West

By Arthur Kyle, pm, Senior Warden

We are frail humans, far from 
perfect. Sadly, I am reminded 
of that at every Annual Com-

munication of our Grand Lodge, as we 
almost always must hear the results of 
certain Masonic trials. Men who have 
been expelled or suspended from mem-
bership in our fraternity may appeal that 
decision to the Trial Review commit-
tee, and at the Annual Communication 
the members of Grand Lodge vote on 
whether to affirm the recommendation 
of the Trial Review committee on wheth-
er to permit or deny reinstatement. Note 
that the voting membership of Grand 
Lodge is made up of the Masters and 
Wardens of all California lodges present, 
also including a collective vote of the Past 
Masters of each lodge making four votes 
total per lodge, and also certain current 
and Past Grand Officers. The un-Mason-
ic activities can be quite shocking, from 
accusations of roughing up a candidate 
before a degree to solicitation of wives 
and daughters. I’m glad that we expel 
members for this kind of activity and this 
year the Grand Lodge followed the rec-
ommendations of the Trial Review com-
mittee in affirming most all the original 
decisions. I am sure a Masonic trial is 
most unpleasant and I pray that I do not 
need to experience one, in any capacity, 
but I’m glad that the right decisions ap-
pear to have been made in these at least. 
We must maintain a high standard of 
behavior, in both those we consider for 
admission and amongst ourselves, and I 
am glad to say that we rejected a proposal 
to “allow Masonic membership for men 
convicted of a single crime more than 

five years in the past.” That particular 
resolution, 19-02, failed with a vote of 
44.28% Yes to 55.72% No. 

Unfortunately, we did not reject ev-
erything that I think lowers our stan-
dards. For example, we passed Resolu-
tion 18-04, a carry-over from last year 
related to holding Tiled meetings on 
Sundays. A carry-over is a resolution that 
did not receive the needed five-sixths of 
votes cast but did receive a majority, in 
which case the resolution is presented at 
the following Annual Communication 
and must receive two-thirds of votes cast 
to be adopted. 18-04 passed 70.53% to 
29.47% and eliminates our previous pro-
hibition against holding Tiled meetings, 
whether degrees or Stated meetings, on 
Sundays. Some argued that prohibiting 
Sunday work was an anachronism, or 
unfairly penalized lodges whose mem-
bers would find it more convenient to 
meet on a Sunday, or who did not recog-
nize Sunday as having any religious sig-
nificance. All certainly valid and persua-
sive arguments, and I would have been 
completely in favor of the resolution had 
it not been for one thing: this resolution 
has now removed any recognition of the 
importance of setting aside a day, any 
day, as a day of rest from our labors. If 
we consider the builders of King Solo-
mon’s Temple to be worty of imitation, 
as standard bearers of moral behavior, 
and Great Architect’s work to be revered, 
then we have rejected something direct-
ly referenced in our ritual, written in 
plain text so that anyone can read and be 
aware of it: “In six days God created the 
heaven and the earth and rested on the 
seventh day. The seventh, therefore, our 
ancient brethren consecrated as a day of 
rest from their labors; thereby enjoying 
frequent opportunities to contemplate 

the glorious works of the Creation, and 
to adore their great Creator.” I would 
have wholeheartedly supported the reso-
lution had it permitted lodges to specify 
a different day of rest. Whether Saturday 
or Friday or Tuesday or whichever day 
would have been immaterial. But rather 
than that, we have simply removed that 
recognition entirely. I did not attend An-
nual Communication last year and didn’t 
think too deeply about this carry-over 
when I reviewed this year’s resolutions. 
My lack of understanding was entirely 
my fault and something I will rectify for 
future resolutions. 

At our November meeting we will be 
presenting the Hiram Award to a wor-
thy brother. As the Grand Lodge docu-
ment about the Hiram Award states, it 
“is the official recognition of a Brother 
by his own Lodge for his devoted ser-
vice to that Lodge and to Masonic prin-
ciples in general. It is intended for the 
Brother, who year after year, displays his 
devotion without receiving special rec-
ognition or special honor. Every Lodge 
has many such members. They are the 
living cement that binds our Fraternity 
into a true Brotherhood. You will find 
them at labor in kitchens, the coaching 
rooms, the committees, their churches 
and communities – anywhere that a true 
and steady hand of assistance is need-
ed.” You will find an excellent write-up 
about the Hiram at http://merefreema-
sonry.com/54/ which goes into its origin 
and symbolism. I can confirm that we 
at Phoenix do indeed have a number of 
Brothers worthy of this recognition and 
I am confident that in coming years we 
will recognize how each is also a credit to 
the Craft. 

Masonic Dates for November

November 26, 1737: A letter to the editor 
appeared in the New York Gazette newspa-
per, criticizing the secrecy of Freemasons 
and the words of the obligations’ penal-
ties (as disclosed in a previous exposé of 
Freemasonry). This appears to have been 
the first antimasonic effort in the colonies 
that became the United States.

November 4, 1752: George Washington 
received his Entered Apprentice degree 
from Fredericksburg Lodge in Virginia.

November 25, 1813: The Articles of Union 
of the United Grand Lodge of England 
were signed.

November 28, 1884: Quatuor Coronati 
Lodge No. 2076, in London, England, 
the first research lodge in the world, re-
ceived its warrant. 

November 28, 1911: Franklin D. Roosevelt 
(U.S. President 1933-1945) received his 
3rd degree. 

November 1, 1922: The cornerstone of the 
George Washington masonic National 
Memorial in Alexandria, Virginia was 
laid in a Masonic ceremony.
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From the South

By John Ewers, pm, Junior Warden 

I had the pleasure of going to the rap/
musical “Hamilton” at the Orpheum 
Theater and found it very interesting 

and entertaining. I knew nothing of Al-
exander Hamilton except that he is on 
the ten dollar bill and happens to be fac-
ing left, whereas all the others featured 
on US Bills face right. Hamilton is also 
the only person on a bill that wasn’t born 
in the continental United States or Brit-
ish America. He was the first secretary of 
the Treasury. Both George Washington 
and Alexander Hamilton were Freema-
sons and are founding fathers. During 
the play it was interesting to note that 
there was much conflict between our 
founding fathers and it took many bat-
tles and compromises to create the Fed-
eralist Papers and the Constitution. In 
the lyrics below, we have Aaron Burr and 
Thomas Jefferson lamenting that Hamil-
ton had Washington’s ear and they were 

Brethren Raised
in November

Agostino Narzisi....................
John M. Phillips, pm............
Merne E. Young...................
George R. Bender..................
Lawrence D. Floyd...............
Floyd T. Hobbs, Jr., pm........
Harold Liban........................
Arnold Getz..........................
Donald T. Owens, Jr.............
Alexios A. Dimitriou.............
Stephen J. Campbell.............
Harry Spatz..........................
Edward C. Clunies-Ross.......
George Vasilogiorgis..............
Jeff M. Lauren......................
Arthur C. Kyle, iii, pm.........
Basel K. Bazlamit..................
Patrick J. Dickey...................
Michael P. Mason..................
Paul A. Dana, pm..................
Robert M. Smith...................

1955
1959
1962
1968
1968
1968
1969
1973
1973
1988
1990
1993
1998
2000
2001
2002
2003
2006
2007
2013
2018

quite jealous and resentful of that. It re-
minded me of how impassioned to the 
point of being nutty our lodge can get in 
debating issues. 

Washington On Your Side 

[BURR] 

“It must be nice, it must be nice to 
have 

Washington on your side 
It must be nice, it must be nice to have 
Washington on your side”

[JEFFERSON] 

“Ev’ry action has its equal, opposite 
reactions 

Thanks to Hamilton, our cab’net’s 
fractured into factions 

Try not to crack under the stress, we’re 
breaking down like fractions 

We smack each other in the press, and 
we don’t print retractions 

I get no satisfaction witnessing his fits 
of passion 

The way he primps and preens and 
dresses like the pits of fashion 

Our poorest citizens, our farmers, live 
ration to ration 

As Wall Street robs ‘em blind in search 

of chips to cash in 
This prick is askin’ for someone to 

bring him to task 
Somebody gimme some dirt on this 

vacuous mass so we can at last unmask 
him 

I’ll pull the trigger on him, someone 
load the gun and cock it 

While we were all watching, he got 
Washington in his pocket”

 Aaron Burr was an orphaned trust 
fund baby and Alexander Hamilton was, 
as they called it in those days, a bastard. 
They met in New York when Hamilton 
first emigrated from the West Indies. 
They had a tumultuous relationship 
where they would be friends and then 
literally mortal enemies around politics 
and moral character. Eventually Aaron 
Burr shot and killed Hamilton in a pistol 
duel.  

If you have a chance to see Hamilton 
before it closes I highly recommend it. 
Besides learning about American histo-
ry and our founding fathers the music 
is very entertaining and the plot evokes 
your curiosity.  As a result I’ve been read-
ing and researching about Alexander 
Hamilton, our first secretary of the trea-
sury, one of our founding fathers, and a 
Freemason. 

...From the East Continues From Page 1
But aside from the pageantry and leg-

islative sessions, this is truly a meeting of 
brothers and I had the pleasure to meet 
and get reacquainted with brothers from 
around the world. I’ll share a quick story 
about one such encounter.  

After Friday’s session concluded, Wor-
shipfuls McNee, Wilson, and I stopped 
at the Big 4 for an after session liba-
tion. As we sat and discussed the day’s 
proceedings, we were joined by a broth-
er who went by “Maui Marty.” He was 
a Past Grand Master from the state of 
Hawaii. We sat and chatted about some 
of the issues facing lodges in both our 
states, the history between the Grand 
Lodge of California and Hawaii, and 
how thoughts certain pieces of legislation 
would fare. As time passed, Maui Marty 
looked around and asked who the high-
est ranking officer present from Phoenix 
Lodge was. Worshipfuls Wilson and Mc-
Nee were quick to point to me and then 
something happened. Marty stood up, 
took off his lapel pin, and presented it 

to me. “Worshipful Master,” he said, as 
he shook my hand, “This is a pin from 
Grand Lodge of Hawaii. Please wear it 
with pride and remember it will always 
be a hit with the ladies.” We laughed as 
he passed it over to me. On examining 
it, I found it truly stunning, a pineap-
ple with some small rhinestones on the 
outside and square and compass right in 
the middle. As I walked out of the Big 4 
shortly after that exchange, I felt smile 
come across my face. In what other set-
ting would I have the chance to meet 
with a brother like Maui Marty, on the 
level, and have such a genuine exchange 
about so many different things. I left the 
2019 Annual Communication feeling 
excited about what the future holds for 
all of us California Masons and knowing 
that meetings just like the one I had with 
Maui Marty and two accomplished Past 
Masters will be happening for another 
170 years (fingers crossed). 

Jeno Wilkinson, Master



Elected Officers
 

Jeno C. Wilkinson (Dionna)
Master

415.370.7583
jenowilkinson@gmail.com

Arthur C. Kyle iii, pm (Ikuko)
Senior Warden
415.595.5240 

ack3@protonmail.com

John M. Ewers, pm (Cynthia)
Junior Warden
415.940.3459 

johnewers@earthlink.net

Jay T. Pon, pm (Marlina)
Treasurer

415.269.5511
jpon@jps.net

Daniel P. Boyd
Secretary

650.291.0128
danielpboyd@aol.com

Joel S. Pangilinan, pm (Nancy)
Assistant Secretary

650.333.9695
orkinmanjp@comcast.net 

G. Michael Wilson, pm (Betty)
Chaplain

925.482.4138
michael@gmwilson.us

Mac G. Esters
Senior Deacon
415.706.6630

mac.esters@gmail.com

Marcelo H. Pontin (Sabrina)
Junior Deacon
415.203.5996

mpontin71@yahoo.com

Fortunato Y. Chua (Jane)
Marshal

415.337.1455
fccoffeemax@yahoo.com

Patrick M. Murray (Roya)
Senior Steward 
412.498.3291

patrick@noson.io

Benjamin L. Barnett (Teresa)
Junior Steward
206.445.8981

bbarnett206@yahoo.com

Paul A. Dana, pm (Jennifer)
Tiler

415.846.9695
p.dana.toolbox@gmail.com

K. Mark Harris, pm
Musician

415.505.2916
mark@songmaster1.com

Board of Trustees

Philip D. Topacio, Chairman (2022)
415.218.6566

philtopacio@hotmail.com

Robert R. Bryan (2019)
Rory J. Haynie (2020)

Mark J. McNee, pm (2021)
Kevin T. Moran (2023)

Appointed Officers

Appointed Committees

Archive Committee
Candler Gibson (Chairman), Hank 

Dosdorian, pm, Patrick Murray, Dan 
Stoner, Robert Bryan, Adam Kendall, 
pm, Marcelo Pontin, & Jay Pon, pm

Audit Committee
Patrick Murray (Chairman), Keaton 

Nguyen, & Mac Esters

Historical Committee
Marcelo Pontin (Chairman) 

Michael Mason, Adam Kendall, pm, 
& Jim Dierke, pm

Kitchen Crew
Dan Boyd; Mark McNee, pm, 

Jeno Wilkinson, Paul Dana, pm, 
Jay Pon, pm, Marcelo Pontin, 

Michael Mason, Patrick Murray,  
& Keaton Nguyen

Membership Committee
Jim Dierke, pm (Chairman), Bal Raj 

Capur, pm, Keaton Nguyen,  
& Dan Boyd

PCEMR Committee
Paul Dana, pm (Chairman), Dan Boyd, 

Jim Dierke, pm, Marcelo Pontin, 
Patrick Murray, Keaton Nguyen, 

Dan Stoner, Ben Barnett, & Jay Pon, pm

Plan the Future Committee
Mac Esters and Marcelo Pontin (Co-
Chairs), Guy Lasseron, Mark McNee, 

pm, Dan Stoner, James Crittenden-Cav-
endish, Patrick Murray, 

Marcelo Pontin, & Jay Pon, pm

Social Media Committee
Ben Barnett & Keaton Nguyen

Trestleboard Committee
Keaton Nguyen, Mark McNee, pm 

(Co-Editors), Patrick Murray, and 
Paul Dana, pm

Inspector, 143rd Masonic District
Arnulfo M. Tabinas, pm (Carmen)

3534 Oyster Ct, Union City, CA 94587
510.453.2191

arniet@sbcglobal.net

Officers Coaches
Henry T. Dosdorian, pm 
Arthur C. Kyle iii, pm
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